A follow-up study of five cases of aluminosis.
Five men were investigated after having pulmonary aluminosis due to exposure to aluminium pyrotechnic flake powder during the late 1940s. Two of the men had died 6 years and 20 years after exposure respectively, due to their lung disease. One man had died from heart failure 34 years after the end of exposure. Today, more than 40 years after exposure, two men were available for investigation. They had no respiratory symptoms and their vital lung capacities had not deteriorated during these years. One of the two survivors had developed a dementia with motor disturbances, which is not consistent with Alzheimer's dementia. This man had a very high concentration of aluminium in his cerebrospinal fluid. The other survivor had a normal concentration and was not demented.